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Education Bureau
Government Secretariat, The Government of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region
The People’s Republic of China

AJafEE Our Ref. : (48d) in EDB(SPA) PPR 1/11/1 (13) el Telephone : 2832 7740 /2832 7700
SR Your Ref. f{#L FaxLine: 28384009

18 August 2020

To:  Heads of Primary Schools Participating in
the Secondary School Places Allocation System 2019/2021

Dear Sir/Madam,

Secondary School Places Allocation 2019/2021
Arrangements for Primary 5 Second Term and Primary 6 First Term Internal Assessments

In view of the latest development of the COVID-19 epidemic, the Education Bureau (EDB)
has earlier announced that all face-to-face classes and on-campus activities will have to be
suspended when schools commence the new school year in September. For Primary 6 (P6)
cross-boundary students (CBS), the schedule and arrangements for class resumption in Hong Kong
in the new school year have yet to be confirmed. Accordingly, this letter sets out for schools the
updated arrangements for Primary 5 (P5) second term and P6 first term internal assessments (IAs)
for Secondary School Places Allocation (SSPA) 2019/2021.

Current Situation

Under the established SSPA mechanism, schools should submit the scores of their students
in P5 second term and P6 first term IAs before the Discretionary Places (DP) stage. For each
school, the EDB will base on the students’ order of merit derived from their scores in each A and
scale the scores of the current cohort against the average of the corresponding sampled results of the
previous two cohorts in the Pre-Secondary One Hong Kong Attainment Tests. The average of the
two scaled scores will then be taken to prepare the territory-wide Rank Order List for the secondary
schools’ reference in the DP stage. As such, the related IAs enable schools to determine the order
of merit of their students within the school, and serve as the basis for determining the order of
school places allocation by the EDB.

At present, about 70 percent of schools have completed their P5 second term IA, and the
majority of them have submitted their students’ IA scores to the EDB. Schools that were unable to
finish checking examination scripts before commencement of the summer vacation will submit the
related [A scores by the extended submission deadline of 30 September 2020 at the latest, while
there are schools that need to conduct make-up examinations in the new school year for absentees

-

FURLRLIE A H A7 223 A &M P & A & 8 4 804B-807A £ $ g (P #Paom)
School Places Allocation Section (Secondary School Places Allocation), Units 804B-807A, 8/F, Tower A, Manulife Financial Centre, 223 Wai Yip Street, Kwun Tong, KLN
Ha4E © http//'www.edb.gov.hk  H T © edbinfo@edb.gov.hk
Web site © http://www.edb.gov.hk  E-mail : edbinfo@edb.gov.hk



of previous examinations (about half of these schools have CBS). For the remaining 30 percent or
so, these schools have planned to conduct their PS5 second term IA during the period from
September to early October (about half of these schools have CBS).

Flexible Arrangements for Schools with CBS

As the schedule and arrangements for class resumption in Hong Kong in the new school
year have yet to be confirmed for P6 CBS, the EDB, after taking into consideration the views of the
sector, agrees to provide schools in need with greater flexibility under the threat of the current
epidemic. On the premise that fairness of the allocation mechanism is maintained, this flexibility
will allow schools to properly handle their IA-related work under the SSPA.

The EDB calls upon all affected schools to, as far as feasible, conduct examinations/
make-up examinations for students upon commencement of the new school year by making
appropriate arrangements (including having assessments conducted in the mainland China via their
sister schools or appropriate service providers etc.). Nevertheless, if schools, after reviewing their
own circumstances, envisage genuine difficulties in conducting the scheduled examinations/
make-up examinations, they may consider adopting school-based internal assessments for the
students concerned in a professional manner as a substitute for P5 second term IA. Please refer to
the Annex for guidelines on the School-based Assessment Mechanism and Strategies. Schools
should submit their students’ IA scores or the order of merit of their students to the EDB on or
before 20 October 2020.

Given the impact of the epidemic, the EDB understands that some schools may encounter
diverse difficulties and manage to conduct only one IA before the DP stage. Therefore, the EDB
has decided to allow schools to, if necessary, submit the two IA scores or order of merit of their
students in a combined way. The IA results of each school will be subject to scaling under the
same mechanism for the preparation of the Rank Order List. Judging from the analysis of past
statistics, students’ rankings on the Rank Order List will be much less affected by this arrangement
than the exemption of one IA score submission for the whole CBS population, and fairness of the
mechanism can still be maintained. Schools opting for this flexible arrangement are required to
notify the School Places Allocation (SPA) Section of the EDB of their decision on or before
20 October 2020, and submit the scores of one [A/the order of merit of students or, as usual, the
scores of two lAs/the order of merit of students to the EDB on or before 15 January 2021.

Since the enrolment of CBS in each school varies from a few to a considerable number,
schools should devise appropriate arrangements with regard to their own circumstances (including
whether examinations/make-up examinations should be substituted by school-based internal
professional assessments or flexible arrangements should be adopted with at least one IA score
submission before mid-January next year). Schools should consult parents on the proposed
arrangements. With the endorsement of the School Management Committee (SMC)/Incorporated
Management Committee (IMC), schools should inform parents of the related decision in due
course.

Score Submission Arrangements for Schools without CBS

As set out in the EDB’s fax message sent on 14 July 2020, for schools without CBS, they
are required to submit the IA scores to the EDB on or before 30 September 2020 if they have

/...



already completed their P5 second term IA. For the remaining schools, they should conduct
examinations/make-up examinations for students under appropriate arrangements as soon as the
new school year commences, and submit the related scores to the EDB on or before 20 October
2020. We will keep in view the latest development of the epidemic and make timely
announcement if adjustment to the above timelines is necessary. As for the P6 first term 1A, the
deadline for score submission is 15 January 2021.

Continuous Assessments as a Contingency Measure

Since the COVID-19 epidemic might remain unstable for some time, to reduce the risk of
having IAs under the SSPA system affected by the epidemic, the EDB appeals for schools’ early
actions to review and devise school-based assessment mechanism and strategies. Schools should
actively consider having continuous assessments in place as a contingency measure, such that they
could still assess the performance of the current cohort of P6 students with their school-based
professional continuous assessment mechanism when internal examinations cannot be conducted as
scheduled amid the epidemic. The EDB urges schools to consult parents and their SMC/IMC on
issues pertaining to continuous assessments and IA-related arrangements in due course.

The EDB would like to thank schools for being cooperative and responsive in coping with
the changing epidemic situation. since the beginning of the year. In close partnership with the
sector, the EDB will continue to work out the most appropriate SSPA arrangements for students.
Should you have any enquiries, please contact the Liaison Officers of our SPA Section.

Yours sincerely,

(HP CHOI)
for Secretary for Education

Encl.

c.c. District CSDOs
SEO(SA)1
SEO(GS)



Annex
School-based Assessment Mechanism and Strategies

Internal Assessment (JA) is an important part of the Secondary School Places Allocation
(SSPA) system. In general, a school should make the same number of IA score submission
for all its students to maintain fairness of the SSPA system.

As far as possible, relevant internal professional assessments should be devised with the aid
of evidence-based assessment materials. Schools may consider drawing reference from
students’ performances in Primary 5 first term examination, past term tests, quizzes, online
learning, tests and/or other formative assessments, etc. when assessing their scores in each
subject. In addition, schools could complement the above assessments with students’
performances in the continuous assessments that start with the commencement of the new
school year.

Regardless of the modes and strategies of assessment adopted, schools should keep relevant
records properly and explain clearly to the students and parents concerned to ensure that the
conduct of IAs always adheres to the principle of fairness and equity.

If individual schools encounter difficulties in conducting IAs (for example, the majority of
students are unable to participate in online learning and the related assessments), and
therefore students’ scores in each subject cannot be assessed, the schools concerned may
consider submitting an integrated rank order of all Primary 6 students. The EDB will then
scale the IA results of the students under an established mechanism by referring to the
schools’ previous resuits in the Pre-Secondary One Hong Kong Attainment Tests, with a
view to determining students’ allocation bands and compiling the Rank Order List.

Schools should consult parents on the proposed special arrangements and clearly explain to
them the rationale behind. With the endorsement of the School Management
Committee/Incorporated Management Committee, schools should inform parents of the
related decision in due course.



